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My Son, Fear thou rh Lori and the King; and meidle not 
with them that are given to Change. 


| Know not how to begin a Diſcourſe upon this Subject better, thi 
190 fe Words WherewitYf dic l it 
& ourſefsf the Z 


6, 1655 p l 
y-ought to be, ſhall-aes tive 

* becauſe they Know the ma ifold Defects here -unto every Kind of Regi- 

© ment is lubjeR, but the ſecret Lets and Di fficulti& h hich in Publick Pro- 

ceedings are innumerable and inevitable, they have not Groth e 


Judgment to conſider. AndHecapſe ſuch as $ opehly reprove ſuppoſed Viſ⸗ 

* orders of State, are takem for principal Friends to the common'Beriefit of 
all, and for Men that carry ſingular Freedem of Mind; under this fair 
and playfible Colour, whatſoever tliey utter paſſes for good and currant; 
* that which is wanting in the Weight of their Speech being ſupplied by 
the Aptneſs of Mens Min ta accept and | beJieye it. Whereas," on the o- 
ther fide. If we maintain things that are eſtabliſh'd, we have not only to 
ſtirive with a Number heavy Prejudices deeply. rooted in the Hearts of | 

Men, who think that herein we ſerve the Time, and ſpeak in Favour of 
* the pre ſent N. becauſe thereby we either hold or ſcek Preferment ; 
© but alſo toſbear uch Exe tions as Minds ſo ayetted before hand uſually, i 
© take againſt that which 2 are loth ſhould be pour d into them. 
But what would not be ſo vel taken from me, will, I hope, be better 
taken when coming out of the Mouth of a very Wiſe Man; and ſuch an 
One, you vill ſurely all acknowledge Solomon” have been. And He it 
was, (twas he who excell'd in wiſdom all that were! before" Him, and all 
that have liv'd ſince; ) or rather, it was Mi dem. it ſelf ſpeaking by his 
Mouth, which has given this FOR at in the Text, which 1 would now per- 
ſwade you to follow: My Son, fear thou the 4s and the King; 3 and 

meddle not with them that are given ta Changt Ws 
Concerning which it may be firſt obſer 105 59 that it ze given 
here as 4 Father's Auvice to his Son; My W Nn the Lord and the 
King; and from hence ve may wat Ew firs i "ix is very good 
Advice, ànd that to follow it will be very much for our on Profit and Ad- 

Yann, For that” s the, oply End that a Father has in the Counſeſ abd 
Inſtruction that he gives his Son; he never megus any thi by by it but this 
Son's Good; he Rover adviſch his Son to any thidg\ but what He thinks it 
will be for his Intereſt to do: And whenever he uſhers in any, Advacggin 
- "ſuch Manner 38 this her@iy4htrbdhc d, vith'a"folanniand whos G1) ofh=, 


=, . pellation, ſerving to erejch and fx the Attention to what follows: ; My Son, . { 
4g this; or, My Sen, do that; - it is ver" | ſappoſe;-thathe | 


judged..the Advice which he is then about to give to be matter 'of the 
; » YER Uſefulneſs and Importance; tis a? ſign that tis What ht woQld 
have his Sag * * Regarch to, and 8 * careful to ng oy 


* 


ſuch is, moſt manifeſlly, the Counſel which the Wife Father here gives 
to his Son; it is concerning Matters of the Higheſt Importance, and of 
the neareſt Concern to every Man; My Son, Fear thou the Lord, and the 
Ring, and medale not with them that are given to Change. | 
I. For that the firſt Branch of this Advice is ſuch, will, I ſuppoſe, be 
_ readily granted by all, My Son, fear thou the Lord; For rhe Fear of the 
Tord is the Beginning of Wiſdom'; The Fear of God induces and compre- 
hends our whole Duty to him; if we fear God as we ought ro do, and as a 
good Son fears his Father, we ſhall readily obcy him in every Command 
that he lays upon us. Nay, this comprehends all our Duty not only t 
Goa, but to Men too, to whom we are to perform all the Offices cf our Relati- 
on to them for God's ſake, and out of a Principle of Conſcience and Obedi- 
ence to God, Of this Fear of God then we may ſuy, as our Saviour docs 


of the Love of God, (and we may truly ſay it; for indecd the Love of 


God and the Fear of God are in Subſtance the ſame) that it is the fir? and 


great Commandment; which if we are careful to keep according to its trus 


and comprehenſive Meaning, we ſhall be defficient in no Part of Duty. 
II. But the Second Branch of rhe Wiſe Fathers Advice to his Son is alſo, 
next te the former, of the higheſt Importance and of the neareſt Concern, 
ar the Ring; My Son, Fear thou the Lord, and the Ring: By which is 
meant, that our next Care to that of keeping a good Conſcience towards 


God, ſhould be that of behaving our ſelves orderly and regularly in that 


| Station which God has plac'd us in of Subornation and Subjection to thoſe 


Mien that are ſet over us by God with a Power to order and enact ſuch Con- 


ſtitutions (only not contrary to the Divine Laws) as are neceſſary to con- 


ſerve [uſtice and Peace in that Society over which they preſide : Fear the 


King, that is, © Obey him, keep his Laws, and behave thy ſelf in allthings 


R „ .-®S 


he commads be lawful, do readily as thou art commanded: Or if it be 


not lawful, (which may ſometimes be; for the Laws of Men are not al- 
ways agreeable to the Laus of God) yet even in that Caſe thou art not 


diſcharged from thy Subjection to him for when thou canſt not obey, 
tho mult ſubmit; and that not only becauſe thou canſt not help ir, but 
altho' thou couldſt; if thou canſt not do as he bids thee, thou muſt take 
* patiently the Puniſhment that is imposd upon the tor thy difobedience. 
This is the Duty of Subjects to their Governors, as it is briefly taoght 


5 
1 
« 
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as a dutitul Subject towards him; Or if thou canſt not with a good Con- 
ſcience obey his Commands, yet do not dare to reſiſt his Authority. If what 


in the Text, Fear the King;and more largely in other Places of holy Scrip- 


ture; as in Eccleſ; 8. 2. Tcounſel thee to heep' the Kings Com mandinent, 
aud that in regard of the Oath of GOP: in Ro. 13. Let every Soul be © 


ub ject unto the Higher Powers; For their is uo Power but of SO D; the 
Powers that be are ordained of GOD. Whoſgever therefore veſifleth ihe 


Powen, "reſet h the Ordinante of GOD, and they that reſſt (hall vets foe 


1% $htraſelves Damnation Wherefore 3e maſt - needs be ſub je ki nobonly 
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ſelwet to che ry Ordinance of Man, for the Lord's ſałe; whether It br tg © 
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him, for the Puniſhment of Evil-Doers, and for the Praiſe of them that do 
well. For ſo is the Willof GOD, that with well doing ye may put to Si- 


lence, the Ignorance of fooliſh men. As free, and nat uſing your Liberty for 
a Cloke of malis:ouſneſs, but as the Seryants of Chriſt. Honour all men; 


Love the Brotherhood; Fear G O D, Honour the King. BE 

This, I ſay, is the Duty, (as it is plainly raught in Scripture of Sub- 
jets to their Governours; that is, to them who have the Supreme Avtho- 
rity of the Nation to which they belong, by whatſoever Name or Title 
they are call'd; that is, to the Legi//ative Power in what Hands ſoever 
it is lodg'd by the particular Con ſtitution ot the Place. For there may be, 


and in ſome Countries there is, the Name and Title of a King without the 


Power; and there may be, and in {ome other Countries there is the Power 


of a King without the Name; Nay, there is indeed in every Country, 
State, Kingdom or Common wealth, the Kingly or the Supreme Power 


| lodg'd ſomewhere or other, either in One, in Few, or in more Hands: 


This Power, I ſay, there is in the Government of every Nation, as well in 


a Democracy, or Ariſtocracy,as in a Monarcy ; and as well in the moſt 
Limited Monarchy, as in that which is the moſt Arbitrary and Abſolute , 


and l ſay, 'tis this Kingly Power, where. ever tis by the Conſtitution ſeated 


5 or lodg d, that is to be fear'd and obey d: For the Scripture only declares: 
in general the Duties of Governors to their Subjects, and of Subjects to their 


Governors, but it does not expreſly define or preſcribe any one Form or . 
manner of Government as neceſſary to be ſer up and preſerve d in all Na. 
tions; bat leaves every Country to it ſelf to eſtabliſh that Form of Govern 


ment Which is moſt ſuitable to its own particular Temper and Genius, 


Only when any ſort of Government is ſer up and eſtabliſh'd (there „ 


Abſolute and Arbitrary Power lodg'd ſomewhere or other, either in one 
Hand or in more) it then commands Obedience, and forbids Reſiſtance to 


as was ſaid before, in every Form of Government a Kingly, that is, an 


this Sovereign Power; It commands Submiſſion to this Power, as o the 
Ordinauce f GOD, (for there is no Power but of GOD, and the Powers 


that be ars ordained of GOD;)and it declares, that they that being plac d 


in Subjection to this Power do make Reſiſtance to it, refft the Ordinance 
- of GOD, and ſpall receive to themſelves Damnation. ; 


And thus much of the Second Branch of the Wiſe Man's 1 mh 
Son; my Son, Fear thou the King, But before I come to ſpeak of the 


Third, meddle not with them that are given to Change, I think it may 
we of good Uſe to make ſome brief Obſervations upon the Two former 
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TR of it, conſider d as given together in the ſame Breath, as con- 
nected u ith each other, as depending one upon the other; Fear the Lord, 


4A. From the Order in which theſe Two Branches of his Advice are placd, 
Faar thou the Lord, and the King, it may be obſerved, that God is to be 
 fint feat q then the K ing; or that God is to be more fear d than the King; 


that no Power gpon Earth has Authority to make Laws contrary to the Bi- 


vine Laws, or to diſcharge its Subjects from thoſe Obligations which were 
before laid upon them by the Law of God. This is ſo evident, Thar the 
J 3 | 85 Apoſiles 
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Apoſtles when they had been charg'd by the Jewiſh Sanhedeim to for bear 


Preaching in the Name of Jeſus,” Acts 4. 16, 17. to do which they had be- 


fore receiy a Command from God, boldly appeal'd even to the Council 


themſelves, to judge, and declare whether in ſuch Caſe their Order ought 
to be obey'd ; as knowing that they themſelves would not dare to affirm 
that a Human Law could evacuare or ſet by a contrary Law of God, J. 19. 


Peter and John anſwered and ſaid unto them, Whether it be right in the 


Sight of G O D. te hearken unto you more than unto G O D, judge ye. 


2. From the Advice of Fearing and Obeying the King, being immedi- 
ately ſabjoyn'd to that of Fearing God, and both being given as it were in 
the ſame Breath, Fear the Lord. and the King, it may be obſerv'd, that 

our higheſt Obligation next to that of Obeying God, is to obey and ſubmit 


our ſelves to thoſe whom God has made his Deputies and Viceroys here up- 


on Earth: And this is the Relation wherein Karthly Kings, that is, the 
Sovereign Powers of every State or Nation, do ſtand to God, By me Kings 
reign— hy me Princes rule; fo we are told, Prov. 8. 15, 16. The moſt 
High ruleth in the Kingdom of Men, and giveth it to whomſoever he wil; 
ſo we are taugh, Dar. 4. 32. And there is no Power but of GOD; the 


Powers that be are oranined of G O D, ſays the Apoſtle, Rom. 13.1, And 
again, He is the Miniſter of GO D to thee for Good; He is the Miniſter 

GOD, an Avenger to execute Wrath upon him that doth Evil, V. 4. 
And from this Relation wherein the Supreme Powers of every Nation do 


ſtand to Goa, they themſelves are ſometimes in Scripture called Gods, Exod. 


22. 28. they are ſaid to juage not for Man but for the Lord, 2 Chr, 19. 


6. and the judgment that they give is called, G O D's Judgment. Deut. 
I. 17. Having therefore a fort of God like Power communicated to them 
by God, tis but fit that next to God they ſhould be had in the higheſt. 
Honour by their Subjects. and that after the Care of Religion, the Sub- 
jects next chiefeſt Care ſhould be to behave themſelves dutifully to thoſe 


whom God has ſet over them, in order to preſerve Peace and Juſtice in 


the World, Fear the Lord, and the King. Ct: > 
3. From the Cennew/on that is made in the Text between theſe Two Du- 
ties, the Fear of God and of the King, it may be further obſerv d, and molt 
certainly inferr'd, that they are not Repugnant and Contradictory, nay, 
that they are very Conſiſtent with each other. So that a good Man may 


both ferr God and the King too; and there can never be a Neceſſity lying 


upon any Man from his Obligation to diſcharge one of thoſe Duries, to ne- 
glect or rranſgreſs the other, It is not therefore true Loyalty, but Cowar- 


dice or Worldly mindedneſs that ever makes Men give up their Religion 


and Conſcience to rhe Humour of their Prince. and yield a blind Obedience 
 wvirhout Reſcrve or Exception to all his Commands, how unjuſt, how un- 


reaſonable, how ungodly and irreligious ſocycr they be; for ſuch Submif- 
fion as this to the Will of Princes, is a manifeſt ContradiQion to the firſt 


Branch of the Advice here re or the Lord. And on the other ſide It 
is not true Religion and a Well inform'd Conſcience, but an Ignorant ant 


miſ guided Z.:al, or a Form of Godlineſs without the Power of ir, that 
ever tu Religion xte Rebellion, and Faith into Faction; that ever arms 
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Subjects againſt their i. ever depoſes Princes, and unſettles 
the State, and diſturbs the Peace and Order ot the World; This is as ma- 
nifeſt a Contradiction to.the Second Branch ot the Adyice, Fear the King; ; 
My Son, fear thou the Lord, and the King; we may certainly do both of 
. thoſe, or elſe both would not have been commanded. But it is a thing 
too evident. to be deny'd, that the Laws of Princes are nct always con- 
formable to the Laws of God and when. they are not ſo, it is impoſſible 


that they ſhould be both comply'd with by an Active Obedience; For, as 


our Saviour ſays, No Man can ſerve two Maſters, to be ſure, not Two 


whole Commands are Repugnant and Contradictory: In this Cal there- 
fore Subjects are not in Duty bound to do as they are commanded by their 
_ Governours ; and yet neither in this Caſe does the Precept enjoiaing them 


to fear the King become void and of none effe&, only it tuen ties them 


to an Obedience of another Sort, that is. to a Submiſſion of themſelves to 


ſuffer the Puniſhment of that Law which they could not with a good Con- 


ſcience yield an adive Obedience to: ſtill the King, that is the Sovercign | 
Civil Powcr mult be tear 'd; and he is fear'd and obey 'd as much as in this 


Caſe he ought to be, when his Auhority is not reſiſted, when out of Con- 


| ſcience towards G O D we endure Grief, ſuffering ange 4 for, (as the 


Apoſtle ſays) hereunto are we called; Becauſe Chriſt alſo ſuffer d for us, 
| leaving us an Example that we ſrould follows his Steps; and ho # the 
Will of G0 D, that with well- doing we ſhould = 70 Silence the ere 
of fooliſh men. 1 Pet. 2. 21. 11. But, 

4 Laſtly, What may be further obſery'd and argu d from i the Cennet 


ox that ſeems to be here made between theſe Two firſt Branches of the 
_ Wiſe Man's Advice, My Son, Fear thou the Lord, and the King, is this ; ; That 
Religion towards God is the beſt and ſureſt Ground of Loyalty and duc O- 
bedience to the King; Ne that fears God as he ought to do, will alſo fear 
the King for God's ſake, and becauſe God has commanded bim ſo to do; his 
Loyalty will be a Part of his Religion; and he, for the ſame Reaſon for 
which he will be ever at all Loyal, will be always ſo; But he that honours | 
his Prince upon any other Principle, will honour him no more; nor no lon- 
| ger than while he finds his own Intereſt in it; He flatters his King, but he 


is no true Friend to him; He ſerves him only for Reward, and will be as ready 
to betray as to ſerve bim when he can get more by that than by this. 
III. And now come to ſpeak of the Third Branch of the Wiſe Father's 
Advice to his Son; Medale not with, them that are given to Change. In 


Order to the Explication of which it may be necdful to enquire, 1. Who | 
they are that may be ſaid to be given 70 Change and 2, Whar 1t is to 


wedale with ſuch Men. 
But betore I do theſe things, 1 thing it will be W e (both to pre- 


vent any Miſunderſtapding of what ſhall be faid, and likewiſe for ſome Q-. 


ther good Pur poſcs) to take particular. Notice who it is that the Advice 
in the Text, not to meddle wih ſue l ag. are gi ven to Change, is directed 
to My Sou, meide not with them that ate given eo Change. 
And kereit may be conſider d, that the Giver of this Adyice was Solamoz, 
ho was himſelf if King over nn had himſelt the whe g bpover, 


rr 


in 


in whom ſolely, and without any partner or Sharer 'n the Government, the 


* 
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whole Sovereign Aothority of the Nation, both Leg ſlative and Executive, 
was lodg'd; For this you now was the Conſtitution among the ewe, tne 
whole Soyereignty was in the King alone; Counſellors he might have, but 
they had no Share with him in the Legiflatire, for it was at his free Ele- 
Qian to:take their Advice ot not; and v hat he enacted, whether with their | 
Advice or without it, was good Law: Such a King, Lay, was Solomon, who 
gives this Counſel, not to moddle with ſuch as are given to Change; and 


i it is edident that he gives the Advice to auot her, not to himielt; he gives 


it co 445: Sou, Who was a Subject, not to himſolt, who was an abſolute and 
a- Sovereign Prince, He gives it to theiſame Par ſon whom; in the Clauſe 
juſt before; he had commanded to fear rhe. King, therefore to be ſure, nor 


to the King himſcif, but to ſuch only as were in Subjection to him. 


And what I argue and Infer from hence is this, that the Advice in the 


Text, not to be giwen to Change, nor to meadle with ſuch as are given to 


Change, tho as Matter of Prudenct it may concern all, King as well as Peo. 
ple, the Supreme Governors of a Nation, as well as choſe whoare under Go- 
vernment; yet as a Mutter of Duty it ean and mult belong” only to ſuch as 
are in Svbjeckion. that is, only to the People aud Subjects. For tho', as the 
Apoſtl: ſiys, there in no Power but of God; andthe Powers that be are or- 


dained of. God, that is, tho“ the Power which they have is a Portion of the 


Divine Power; yer there is no one particular Form of Government that can 
truly be ſaid to be of Divine Inſtitution ad Appointment; and if there be 


not, then there is no one Form of Government but what may be chang'd and 
| alter d, provided that they Who make the Change have ſufficient Authority 


to make it; and ſufficieht Aothority He or they muſt be allow ꝰd to heve to 


make any ſuch Change or Alteration in the Form and Manner of the Go- 


vernment, who has, or who have for the Time being the Supreme and So- 
vereign Authority in that Nation wherein ſuch Change 1s made. For the 
Sovereign Authority of every State or Nation (whether it be lodg'd in One 
Hand, or in many ) is, and inthe Nature of the thing muſt needs be, Abſo- 


lute, Unlimited, and Uncontroulablc : That which is tlie Higheſt Authority 
in any Nation, may do what it pleaſes; and becauſe i: is the Higheſt upon 
Earth, can be accountable to none but God for what it does. This Sovereign 


Authority therefore, I fay, miy make what Changes and Alcerations it 
felt. pleaſes in the Frame and Conſtitution of the Government; and what- 


ever Changes it makes, they are Law ful and Valid, provided chat no Na- 


tural Right of any other Man be thereby invaded and violated. 
Suppoſing therefore Government to be founded origivally in as Pa- 
ternal or Patriarchal Right, yer if that tingle Perſon in whom the whole 


Sovereign Power was lodgid- by this Right, either to give Eaſe to himſelf; 
_ finding the Weight of the Government too heavy for himſelf to bear a- 


lone; (or to give Eaſe ro-his People, finding that it is with great Unwilling- 


_ neſs and/R<luftince that they ſubmit ro be govern'd by his Sole Will ard 
| Pleaſure, or for any other good Cauſe and Cuniideration him chereunto 


moving; mall think fir to call co his Aftiltanceany ot his Subjects, conſti- 
rutiag chem his (tanding Gouncil, and declaring and enacting that he will 
da nochiog withour chem, and chit no Act or Law of his, done vit, out 
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their Approbation, ſhall be of Force and Binding to his Subjects: From 


this time forward the whole Frame and Conſtitution of the Government 
willbe clearly alter'd, and that which was before an Abſolute, will thence 
forward become a Limited or Mix'd Monarchy; and this Change in the 
Conſtitution, being made by him that had the Sovereign Power, will be 
Good and Valid; neither will it be Lavful for him to re- aſſume again, 


vithout Conſent of this Council, that Portion of the Sovereignty which | 


he had before freely parted with and transferr'd to them. 


And if, the Government being thus ſettl'd, the Sovereign Power f for the | 


Time being, that is, this King with his Council ſhall Soth agree to make a 
further Alteration in it; if they ſhall 60th agree to lay aſide their own Sug 


periority, and to devolve the Sovereign Power that is then lodg'd in them 
on the People; and ſhall enact and declare, that no Law ſhall be Good and 
Valid, but what the Majority of the Populace ſhall agree to; by this, 


that Government, which was at firſt an Abſolute, and Aero a Li- 
mited Monarchy, will become a perfe& Commonwealth, and after that 
they (hall have thus transferr'd the whole Government upon the People, 


and freely parted with their own Right to it, it will be unjuſt in them to 
re · aſſume this Power, any otherwiſc than * the Free 2 of the People 


on whom they had transferr'd it. 


And, to the other fide, the Cafe will be exattly the fave, if; it be ſup- | 


poſed, that the Right of Government was originally in the People; for (till 


it will be capable of the like Changes and Alterations ; the Sovereignty | 
| (C where ever it is lodg'd ) may be alienated and parted with to others. If 


therefore the Sovereignty being (as is now ſuppos'd )lodg'd in the People, 


they, finding the Inconveuiences of Numerous Popular Aſſemblies, ſhall 
think fit to transfer this Power to ſome few Perſons delegated and choſen 


by themſelves; from this time forward theſe Pelegates or Repreſentatives 


olf the people are the Supreme Power, and the People become meer Sub- 
jeas to them, and may not forcibly take again ro themſelves that Power 
_ which they have freely parted with. And again, It this Re preſentstive Body 


of the People, in which the Sovereignty will be then lodg d, finding the In- 
conveniences of this fort of Government, by Reafon of the Factions they are 


ſubje& to, ſhall think fir to make Choice of One fingle Perſon to prefide = 


and moderate in their Aſſembly, witha Negzrive or a Calling Vote, or with 
what further Degree of PO. they (hall think convenient to beſtow upon 
him: This is a farther Al:eration of the Manner of the Government ; be- 
_ cauſe, what Power they give him they give from themſelves, and may not 
cuallenge or claim it back again as their due, after they have freely parted 
witheit: And when they do chooſe ſuch a Governor, they may chooſe him 
upon what Conditions, they. may conſtitute him with what Limitations they 
pleaſe; they may, if they will, appoint him only for a Year, or other Li- 
mired. Time; or they may, if they think that better, appoint him for Lite; 


or they may, if they are ſo minded, order that the lower u hich they give. 


him ſhall deſcend to his Heirs after him; and they may call him King, or 
Danke, or Stathoider, or give him. hat ever other Jitle they ſuall think 
better, And it ater thing pngiog inconimences in thi 1s mix d ſort of Go» 
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vernment, they in whom the Supreme Power is then lodg'd, that is, this 


King, or Duke (or whatever elſe he is call'd ) with his Council or Par ſia- 
ment, ſhall both agree together to make a further Alteration in the Go- 
vernment ; If they ſhall agree to transfer the whole Sovereignty to him, 


and he ſhall conſent to accept of it; and they do both by a ſolemn At 
Decrec and Ordain this Eſtabliſnment; that Government which was at firſt 
a Democracy, and after that a Mix d Monarchy, will thence forward become 
and Abſolute Monarchy; and any of all theſe Changes or Alterations in ihe 
Form or Manner of Government, being made by ſach as for the Time be 
ing were lawfully poſſeſs'd of the Sovereign Power, will be regularly made; 


and being once made, will be Valid and Binding: And in whatſoever Hands 


the Sovereignty ſhall be thus regularly plac'd, it can't be regularly taken 


from thence again but by his or their own Ceſſion or Conſent. 


-# 


Thus, I thinkis it evident that no Change or Alteration of the Form of 
Government from one fort to another, is in it ſelf unlawtul to be made pro- 


vided it be made by thoſe who have Power to make it; that is, by the Go- 


vernment it ſelf. I mean, by him or them who for the Time being have the 


Sovereign Power in their Hands; becauſe (as I ſaid before) there is no on 
Sort of Form of Government that can truly be aid ro be ot Divine Iyſlicu- 


tion The Power of Government indeed, that is, the Power and Authority 
that Governors have, is from God, By me, ſays he, Kings Reign,and Princes 
diecree Fuſtice; Prov. 8. 15. and, there is no Power but of O D, ſays the 


Apoſtle, Rom. 13. 1. but the Deſignation and Appointment of particular 


Perſons to the Adminiſtration of the Government, this is Humane; and the 
Diſtribution of the Power of Government into Oge, or into more Hands, 
this is likewiſe Humane: This is the Ordinance of Man only, and whatever 


is ordained by Man, is in its own Nature Alterable, an, may at any Time 
be altered by the fame Power that ordain'd it. I do ner ſay, it may be al- 
ter'd by the ſame Perſons that ordain'd it, (for 'tis poſlible that by ſuch Or- 


dinance the Power may be transferr'd from One Perſon to ano her, and what 


Power any Man has once given away from himſelf ro another, he can't re- 


claim as in Right; he may receive it again as a Gift from him to whom he 


gave it, but he can't Challenge it again as his Due. I ſay therefore, I do not 
affirm, that whatcver has been orda ind by Man, may be alter'd byt he ſame 
Perſons that ordain'd it) I only affirm, that it may be altcr'd by the ſame 
Power that ordaind it, I affirm, that the ſame Humane Power which has 
ſettl'd the Sovereignty in One Hand, may diftribute it into ſeveral Hands; or 


if ir has fe:tl'd it in many Hands, it may take it thence and give it into One 


Hand; tho the ſame Humane Power which has made the Perſons of ſuch as 
have the Aꝗminiſtration of the Government Elective, may ordain thas they 
{hail be ſucceſſive : Thar fame Humane power that can ſettle a Crown in 


Entail, can allo cut off the Entail off a Crown ; that ame Humane Power 
tluit can ſertle the Succeſhon of a Crown unconditionally, may appoint 


Conditions, without performing which he that is next Heir in Courle (hall. 
not inborit : And whatever Eſtebliſnment of the Goverb ment the Supteme 
and Sovereign Power of any Nation makes in One Age, the Supreme and So- 
vercign Power forthe time being of the ſame bation, may in the next Age 


make 


make null and void, For the 8 Power of every Nation, is, and muſt 


needs be in every Age lodg'd fomewhere or other, and the Higheſt Power 
for the time being, may, af its own Time, make what Laws and Ordinances 
nt lelt pleaſes, as to the Settlement and Adminiſtration of the Government, 
vhich will be good Laws till they are repcal'd, But then che ſame Sovereign 
Power winch has Authority to make a Law, has, and always wuſt have as 
much Authority to repeal it; and no One Generation of Men can cver ig 


fuch Matters ſo binds the Hands, and reſtrain the Power of the Generations 


to come, but that they in their Time will have the ſame full 50 wer to order 
Publick Aﬀairs according to their own. Liking, chat the preſent Gcncrati- 
en has. There. being therefore no meer Humane Conſtitution but bat In 


its own Nature is alterable (and Ino take it tor granted, that the paiti- 


cular Form or Manner of any Government is a meer Humane Conſticution) 
It plainly follows, that the Precept in the Text, forbidding to. Charge, or, 
te mea jiewith thoſe that are given to Change, is not given to the Sypreme 

ere Power, which may make what Changes in the Form, of Govern- 

ent ic ihuks reafonable ; but only to meer Subjects, whoſe Duty it is to 


beinviet; ' of 40 ſubmit to the Powers that be; and who will act out of their 


Sphere, and in a Matter above their Capacity, in caſe they. (hall take up- 


on them to uaſettle that Form of Government, What ſocver it is, that 13 al- | 


read / cHtabliſh'd, or to frame and ſet up a new One. 
he Supreme Legiflatwe Power, where ever lodg d, is therefore no o- 
therwiſe concera'd in this Precept, than only as in a latter of Prudence; 


and i tar indeed they are very nearly conceru'd in it; it being rarely tha | 


any conſiderable Char ge can be made in the Form of a Government tnat 
b,s been long eſtabliſh d, and under which the common wealth has proſper'd 


and flouriſh'd, without more Danger of Hurt than Hope of Good to the 


Community : An A ration in the Government being lik a. Repararion in 
the Foundation of al Houſe, which if it be neceſſary to be made, mult be 


made, and yet unleſ, it be made very cautiouſly, can't be done withour 


e:dingering the Downfal of the whole Fabrick. Whenever theretore the 


Supreme Power of any Nation undertakes to make any Change in the Eſta- 


biitk'd Form of Government, they ought in Prudence to be firſt very well 


la isfy d that ſuch a Change is neceſſary; and they ought likewiſe wiſely 


ro toreſee all the Conſequences that may probably follow from ſuch a 


Change, and to be well aſſur'd, that there will be more Good than Hurt 


in it: But when they are well fatisfy'd in this, they may then, wichout 


any Breach of Duty or juſtice, make ſuch Alterations therein as they jucge 


ne;dial-; ; they do no more than they have tull Power and Authority to do 
in making ſuch a Change, and it is the Duty of Subjects to acqueelce, in 
the Wijdom of their Superiors. 


Abd the Reafon why I have now 3 d, and inGted lo largely op- 


on this Point, is (as I have aiready hinted) not only in order to give 
vau che true Meaning ae I conceive } of this Precept, Meddle not with. 


thew hat are given 10 Change ; But likewiſe to give Eaſe and Satisfacti- 
on to the Conſciences of Men, as to ſome Alecrativns that have heen la- 


of maze in the Covetument of dar own. Nations ES ISS 
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For you all know, ( I\hall 4 need 2 tell you that, ) thatthe Supreme 
Legiſlarive Power of this Nation, is by the Conſtitution lodg'd in the King 
or Queen for the time being. and in the Two Houſes of Parliament; that 
what is Enacted by their joint Authority, is a Law of the Land, and that 
nothing is a Law of the Land to which they do not all Three give their 
Conſent: And in this Eſſential and moſt Fundamental Conſtitution of the 
Government, there has not (God be thanked ) been made, and I hope never 
will be made, any Change or Alteration. But as to the Sueceſion to the 
| ? Crown, there bave been of late made ſome very. conſiderable Limitations z 
7 and well had it been for the Nation if the ſame had been made an Hundred 
| Tears ſooner. For whereas formerly the Crown deſcended of Courſe to the 
next in Blood, without any Exception, Condition or Limitation ; it is now 
limited to deſcend. ro the next Heir that ig a Proteſtanc.; and thereby not 
only One Perſon in particular who is of uncertain Birth, but likewile le- 
veral others of the Popiſh Religion, of whoſe Legitima ß 
there has been no Doubt, are debarr'd and excluded from 1 w. * "Og 90 
the Succeſſion; and it is alfo declar'd to be a Forfeiture 2. C. 2. 12. W. III 
of the Crown, for any one that is poſſcls' d of it to be re- 
concild to the Church of Rome, or to marry wit a Papiſt. LOS 
Now this, you know, is what ſome amongſt us have fumbled! at: Firſt, 
ſuch a Change, they think, ought not to have been made ; and, ſecond- | 
ly, now that it is made, they chi ak, it is Null and Invalid. | 
But the firſt of theſe is a Point which l am at preſent no Ways concern d | 
5 to enquire into; neither, I think, are you : They that have Power 10 | 
| make ſuch a Change are the beſt, they are indeed the only proper Judges 
| of the Prudence, the Reaſon, the Ne cellity of it. 
All therefore that 1 am concern'd to do, in order to give Eaſe and Satis- 
7 faction to the Conſciences of thoſe Subjects who have any Doubts or Scru- 
| ples about the Matter, is only to ſhew, that they who made this Alteration 
as to the Succeſſion of the Crown, had Power ſufficient to make it, and con- 
ſequentiy, chat now it is made it is valid and Binding; ſo that all choſe who 
| are oblig'd by Law to declare (as all Perſons in Place and Office now are) 
that they do not believe, that any Perſon hath now any Right or Title to 
the Crow of this Realm, otherwiſe than according to this Settlement ot tha 
Succeſſion, may fafely and with a good Conſcience make this Declaration. 
For this | take tobe an undoubted Truth, that no Man has a natural 
Right to any thing in this World more than to the Neceſſaries of Lite : 
Whatever Right any Man has to Eſtate or Dignity, or Dominion, except 
only over the Fruit of his own Body, is mecriy Humane; that is, tis a Right 
that is, given by the Law of the Land or the Conftitution of the Realm; 
thus, That the Eldeſt Son ſhould inherit all his Father's real Eſtate, is ne. 
E Law of N tare, for by Nature all his Children have Right alike; and even 
; here with ur, where this is the general Law of Inhcricance, yet there ars 
| | real 'Eftites in ſame Places, that defcend | Ader another manner, all to the 
Y vnger Sag, ar to all Sons alike ; and in {omg other Countries perhaps, the 
whoj rc} Kitate of every Perſon, after the Deceaſe of the Poſſeſſor, may 
revert ty the Crown from Walon it vas grant? a, and the Exchequer or Pub- 


lick 


. 
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lick Treaſury may be als the ſole Heir to his Petſonal Eſtate, And if no Man has a Na- | 
tural Right to an Eitate. much leſs can he have a Natural Right to Government, I mean, 
out ot his own Family; *tis the Supreme Power of every N nion that give; this Right to 
hom it rlegtes.and in Fich Manner as i” pleaſes ; tis this Supreme Power of every Na- 
tion that eftablith+s in ſeveral Na ions a different Grt of Government, and which in Mo- 
narchies makes tha Crown of one Nation to be Elective, and of another Succeſſive; and 
which in Hereditary Mgnarchies, excludes, in one Country, all the Females and their 

We, and, in a other Country admit; the next in Blood co inherit, whether Male or Fe- 

male, and in the (ame Proximity of Bool, prefers the Male before the Fem ile. And T | 
never yet heard it offerꝰd ty be proy'd, that any of thele Condirions or Limitations of 
$1cceilion to a Crown, were Breaches of a Law of Nature or Viola ions of a natural Right, 
Now theretore, if this be true. That no Man as a Na-u'al Right t) the Government : 
of 2 Kingdom, ir rem uns, that the only Right which any Perſon bath thereto mult | 
be a Legal Right, that is, ſuch a Right as is given hin by the Law and Conſtitution | 
ofthe Realm; and the Law can give no Right any longer *. while it ſelf is in Force; 
an | the ſame Sovereign Legiſlative Power thit can make a Law, has as much Authoti- 
j to repeaba Law; and the Law which gives any luch Right, being by tufficient Au- 

_ thockty repealed, the Right which was ſolely founded upon that Law, muſt needs be- 
come Null and Void: For the Right having no other Foundatien but that Law, that 
Foundation being remov'd by the Repeal of the Law, the Right that was built u pon þ 
that and nothing ele, muſt needs fall to the Gr unc. bj Y | 

To me therefore it ſcems very plain, that whatever Right, ei her that particular 
Peron, of the Legitimacy of whoſe Birth there is ſo much Doubt, or any other Perſon 
o Perſons whatſoever, that are nearer of Kia to the Crown than that Family is on 

which it is now entail'd, had or might be ſuppos'd to have hid, in Caſe there had 983 

te n no Change made in the Laws relating to the Succeſſion, it is by the Change that 1 | 

has bea now made in thoſe Laws clearly cat off and deſtroy'd ; ſo that now we may | — 
truly declare, that neither he nor they, who by this laſt Law are excluded, have any | | 

| 

| 


Right or Tiile whatſoever to the Crown of this Realm; For no Right ever had they, 
or could they have bit by Law, and the Law has now given this Right from them co 
erhers ; and the Supreme Legiſtive Power of the preſent Time, has certainly as much | 
Power and Authority to grant this Right of Succeiſion to whom it will, as the ſame | 
Legiſlative Power of the former Times had. . he po RO Oe 
So chat I think no Perſon can aow have any reaſonable Doubt of the Liwfulneſs of 1 
. making chis Declaration, which all ia Places and Offices are Bouad to make, unlels he 
d ubts whether this laſt Law, . limiting the Succeſſion to the Crown, be 2 Law of the 
Lan; chat is. whether it wat enacted by the Supreme Legiſlative Power of the Nati- 
on, viz. the King and the Two Houſes of Pa liament, in wnom, acc ding to our pre- | 
Jen Cuiſtitution, the Supreme Lgtilative Power is m iſt certainly lod ad. And to him | | 
who has any Doubt in his Mind Wh.Jther or no thi: be 4 Law of the Land, I have little | 
to ſay bur this, that if he himſelfdgn't rememb:r the making of che Liw, (which I 
ſuppoſè moſt ur'd it) he may hook iato the Statue Book, and (te if it be not there print - 
ala with the Reſt; or he may, if he has til] a Mind to be more certain of it, ſearch the | 
Records, and (ee ir the Original AG be not there entred and kept as one of the Laws 
and Statu. es of this Realm. Or itithit wonꝰt fatisfie, T leave him to be told by the Law- 
yers (tor *tisnor within my Profeſlipn to tell him thut) that according ta the Conſtitu- 
tian ot o Government, as it naw is and as it his been for. ſeveral Hundred Years paſt, 
che K irg for the time being in Feel of the Crown, and recogniz'd and acknow- 
ledg'd ry the States of the Real, is t without furcher Enquiry into other Titles) Lawful 
and Righrrul Sing. at lea io fat is that an At of Parliamen: pafs'd by him is a Good | 
and Valid Law: This i ſuppoſe the Lawyers will tell him; this Pm (ure they muſt tay, [ 
or elſe they 02:7 grant that well ngh half the Statutes, no only of the preſent, but of 
farmer Time, according to which they Plead, and according to which the Ciyil Right 
of the Kit #8 ate judicialy determ wd, are hot good La vs and Stature. 
This Ichink A have made it appear, that this Frecept, Meddle not wit them that 
aregiven to Hage, Joes not teach tue Duty of Sovereign Powers, ho may Lawrlly 
max haz Gnanpes and Alterations in the Frame and Gonlti ution of the Gorernmen”, 
thep thenvielves taink gt; but only of Subje is, whoſe Duty it is to be Quier and Con- 
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| tented in their Station, and to ſubmit to that Form of Government which 


is eſtabliſh'd, believing (as the Apoſtle reaches) that there is no Power but 
of GOD, that the Powers that be are ordained of GOD, that whoſoever 


re ſiſtet h the Power, reſiſteth the Ordinance of GOD, and thar they that 


reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves Damnation. . 
And now I come to ſpeak very briefly to the Two Points before pro- 


pos'd to be ſpoken to, in order to the Explication of the Third and Laſt 


Branch of the Wiſe Man's Adviſe to his Son, Medale not with them that 


are given to Change, viz, to enquire 1. Who they are that may be ſaid 


to be given to Change; And, 2, What it is to wedale with ſuch Men, 
I. Who they are that may be ſaid to be given, t Change. Ye 
1. Firſt of all, This they certainly are who are uneaſie in that State of 


Subjection which God has plac'd them in, who think themſelves better able 


do govern the Kingdom than thoſe are in whoſe Hands Providence has de- 
poſited this Care; For they who have this Conceit of themſelves, and yer 
according to the preſent Eſtabliſhment are never like to be called to the 
| Government, or to any Share of it, can't but wiſh the Deſtruction of the 


preſent Eftabliſhmeat, in Order to make Room for themſelves to come in. 


O that I were made Judge in the Land, that every Man which had any 
Suit or Cauſe might come unto me, and I would do him Juſtice; ſo ſaid Ab- 
| Jalom, 2 Sam. 15. 4, He thought the Adminiſtration, of, the Government 


nor ſo well manag'd by his Father David as it would be by bimſelf; and 


this fond ſelf conceit naturally put him upon endeavouring to Dethrone 
his Father, and to place himſelf in his Room. 5 3 
2. They may be ſaid to be gi ven to Change, and do ſufficiently ſhew 
that they are fo, who tho' they do not expreſs ſich an high Opinion of 
themſelyes, yet are ever exprefſinga very low and mean Opinion of thoſe 
in whoſe Hands the Government is plac'd-; who make it.their Buſineſs to 


pry into, and enquire out all the Querſights or Miſcarriages of the preſent 


Adminiſtration, (and what (Government. is there, or ever was, there ſo per- 


fect, in which there have not been ſome Overſights or Miſcarriages ;) Who 


ſet chemſclves to divulge and ſpread abroad all the ill Things they know or 
have heard concerning their Governors; who on all Occaſions magmufic 


every little Failing, aggravate every. ſanall Miſcarriage, judge of the Pru- 

dence of every Undertaking by irs Succeſs; and if any Enterpriſe that is 

2 Hand miſcarri es, will nevet ſuffer ſuch Unſucceſsfulneſs to be at- 
ed t 


tributed to Change, or Providence, or any other Cauſe, but either to groſs 


Ignorance or Uaskilfulneſs, or wilful Male- Admigiſtratian. For to what, 
Pur poſe is all ſuch. Talk, but only to diſcontent. Mens Minds, to render 
them uneaſie in their Station, and to diſpoſe them to attempt a Revolution? 
They who allow themſctyes ro talk at this Rate, have; it may be too 


much Wit to venture the Buraing of their own Fingers; but it ey can 


| influence and per ſvade others to it, that will auſwer their End as well. If. ; 
they can, but move others ro Mutiny, and Sedition, they make no Douhr 


bot they ſhall afterwards find good Fiſhing for themſelves in the Trouhled 
Waters ; and that if they can but _influeace the Iggoranr, and cally, Miſe. 
guided Multitude to pull others don, they hall afterwards le able with 


Eaſe to ſer themſclves up. 3 They 
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3. They may yet more 625 be (aid to be given to Change, at lcaſt, they | 


do more plainly ſhew themſelves to be fo, who if they can find no Faults in 


the Adminiſtration of Publick Affairs, do without Scruple make them; who 


ſer themſelves to Forge and Frame any Lies that may do hurt concething 
the Counſels, the Actiops, or the Perſons of their Governors: in order 


to poſſeſs Mens Minds with uhreaſonable Fears and Jealouſies, thereby to 


render the Perfons of their Governors ee, and their Government 
Weak and Precarious. But 


4. They eſpecially are moſt ville ly given 10 Change, or rather they 


are more than given to it, they are aN ahy attempting ir; who in Cale 


of any, whether True or Sup 05 d, Pffbrdets of State, go out of their 
own Way and Sphere to rectifie or reite them; this: they certaiuly' Co, 


_ who being meer Subjects, do uſe any other Means to get their Grievances 

| Redrefs'd, than only Prayers and Tears, What Power they may exert 
for this Purpoſe, who have any Portion of Share of the Legiſlature veſted 

in them as with us, each Houſe of Parſiament minifefly has, I will not 


rake upon 'me ro ſay ; they know beft the Extent of their own Power, and 


upon what Occaſions, and in what Degrees it is neceſſary or proper to exert 
it, in order to preſerve the Balance that is eftabliſt»d by the Conſtitution: 
But it is manifeſtly irregular for meer private Subjects, to 3 together - 


in Tumults, or to break out into open Rebellion againſt rhe Sovereign 
Power, on Pretence of doing themſelyes Right: This is a eonffderable Ad- 


vance towards a Change, and in Probability (how *O ppreſſive ſoever che 
preſent Government is) towas d-a Change much for the worſe: The Miſeries 


of Anarchy, Confuſion, and Civil War, being commonly much greater, 


and more univerſally felt, than the Miſer ies occaſion? 0 by _y Troy | 


an Oppreſſion of any Government: 

" Theſe ate ſuch as may be ſaid to be given fo Chimge; And, 

2. They who may truly be ſaid to medHe 'with'thoſe that are given to 
Change, are ſuch who give them any manner of Encouragement | in this 
their Irregular Proceeding ; that is, who gladly give ear to their Unchari- 
table, Malicious and Falſe Reports; who love to hear the Government blac - 


Fen'd and defam'd; ho are well pleas d that the Miſchief is done by other 


Hands, which they themſelves, for their own Safety ſake, were afraid to un- 


dertake They do 1 them ſtill greater Eucouragement, ho ſuffer them 


ſelve to be cheated into an Opinion of fach Mens Honeſty, by the loud 


Pretences that they make of Teal for Liberty and Religion, indeed, were 
it not for ſuch abuſed and miſled People as theſe no Sedition would ever be 
very formidable. But they, above all mayſinoſt truly be ſaid ro meddle with 
uch as art given to Change, who join and take part with fath whoſe open 
Deſign it is. (no Matter upon what ſpecious Prerences) to diffolvethe pre · 
ſont Goverumcat, and to fer up + new One : They who do thus meddle 
with ſuch as are given to Change, are do whit better than thoſe are whom 
they join with and may juſtly expect the ſame Reward ; even that men? # 
tion'd in the Verſe following the Text, Their Calamity al riſe ſudden! 41 


and who knoweth the Ruin of them bot 1. 0: 


1 {hall obſerve but one thing more concerning the Precept? in the Text, 45 
| wran, 


PRES II 
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man, the Two laſ. Branches of it ; Fear the Ring, and! Medvlle not wirh 
chem that are gien tb Chinge And cis 1'(hail do, only in order to Ge- 


"duce one very juſt, und rhluk alſo Uſefal; 


and very Scaſonable Inference 
4 ow aug; 42% * "OY , 
4114 . 1 Wo \ + & 


trom the whole, #nd fo e6ficlide, e. — 8 


It is this; That theſe Two Branches of the Wiſe Man's Advice, as they 
are given to none but Subjects, (for the King himſelf is not*to fear ths 
King, and they who-Have the Power of the Government may lawfully, 


as L have ſhewed al ready" not'6nly /atrempt;” but make Changes itt it, 11 


* 


they ſee Canſe, )ſo.they are plain given to a/ tharlate mebr Subjects; 


% 


ang that whether the King be fo god a King they covld; with for ve no, 


or whether the Government be as gentle and parfect as it right be ar mot; 
For che Text takes h Notier of the Perſonal Qualiffcation of the King, 
neither of his Wiſdom and Vertue, nor of his Want of them, nor yer of 
the Excellencies or Imperfections of the Goveenmeit; But it ſpeaks in ge- 
neral ot any Ning for che time being, when it command Subjects to feat 
their King; and it ſpeaks of any ſort or Kind of Government that for the 
time being is regülarly Eſtablfh'd, When it forbids the Subjects to meditate 


or enceavour the making Alteration in it. 


No if it be the Doty of Subjeci to fear their King, even tho he be 
not ſo good an- One às they eduld with} and not project or dndertale tb 
make any Change in the Sovernmebtf ever tho' it be för the better (fer 


that to be ſure Is what all fachMedlers'dothink, at leaf, t whar they 


vill not fail to glye our z) If it be the Dury of meer gätgects tw tuke theft 
Things as they fiud them, becauſe nbne chu r ularſy” d abotit even to 


reform the. GverHHDHhEent but the Sor@&eigh" Power, or at Teaſt bbly fuck 


Perſons as have ſome Share of the Sovereignty lodg d In them; and then 
only according to that Meaſore tllerebf When they have, and within thoſfe 


Bounds which are ſet to their Power by the Cönſtitutio g math fathet 


are all meer gubjocks bound; both in Duty and alſo in Ihtexeft, to Fear and | 
(Obey a Goof and Gracious Sevcreigh, and not omy te be uietand Con- 


cented, but very thankful too; if they have the Happiness tote under a 
Government chat cut be mended, Government Hat rens as Perfect as 


a Humane Confliturior! can bee And this (G% be chanbeg ), in both 
theſe Reſpecte ma hifeltiy our Caſe at this prefent” time. l 

2 . As to the Conſtitution of our G Vernment, thatis betty rhe beſt | 
in the whole Wörld The Uropians'wodld be hard put to if fo much as: to 
imagine a better: ITis a Conſtitution wherein the Powe of the Sword is 


. Fully lodg'd in the Sovereign, and yet with all the Sccurity that can be that 


it hall never be Miſ-us'd ; whereby the Right and Prerogatives of the 
: Grown, and the Liberties and Prop: rties the People are with equal Care 


Preſerwd ? wherein the Sovereign Bas Alf the Powe that can be to do 


Good, and none to do Hurt, In a word Is A Confliewifion,during the con- 


tinuance Whereof, the People can never be Enſlav'd and Ruin'd but with 


their own Conſent, by Repreſentatives of their own Choofing ; and it 


may be reaſonably hop d, that they wille H b<Iſo foglhas ro give their 


Conſent to their own Deſtruction. And;yer, . 
2, If this might be ſuppos d, we ſhould neverthelaſs be ſa fe from pre- 


* — ** — . 
* 


(16) 
ſent Ruin, having (God be thanked, and on this Day of Her Majeſty's 
Happy Acecſſioa to the Crown we have, more eſpecially, Reaſon to be 
thankful for it; having, I ſay) ſuch a Sovereign now on the Throne, as 
might ately be Truſted with the higheſt and moſt unlimited Prerogatives, 
becaul: we are morally aſſur'd, ſhe never would uſe them but to promote 
the Good and Welfare of her People. A QUEEN that is intirely in 
the lutereſts of her People, and can't reafonably be ſo much as ſuſpected 
to have any Intereſt of her own diſtinct from theirs, A QUEEN, that 
has been remarkbly careful about Matters of Piety, and expreſs'd the 
molt earneſt Deſire to tranſmit to Poſterity the ſame excellent Religion 
that is Eitabhiſh'd among us. A QUEEN, that is fo far from endea- 


vouring to Enrich her Self by the $poil of her Subjects, that She has not 


only been beyond Example, Proyidgnt in the Management of the Publick 


Treaſure, but alſo as Frugal in Her own Expences as with Decency, and 
_ with the Preſervation of the Honour of the Crown ſhe could be, with this 


only Delign, that She might ſpare as much as was poſſiole out of het own 


Revenue towards the Publick Uſe, that ſo Her Subjects might be the lets 
burthen'd. . 


Bat it would be endleſs to ſay all that might be ſaid upon this Subject, 
Fm ſure without Flattery, and. I verily believe, without the Suſpicion of 


it; and I am ſenſible I have already kept you too long, 
I ſhall therefore only add this one thing more, u, That being 


ſo ex- 


tremely Happy as we now are, both in the Conſtitution. of the Govern- 
ment and in the Adminiſtration of it; we have, nothing elſe to do, bur io 
de chankfuß to God for theſe Bleſſings, to endeavour to walk worthy of 
. them, and pray fortheir Continaance : And in order to this laſt, to 
put up our hearty Supplications to the Throne of Grace, that God wonld 


be pleas'd, to grant the QUEEN a long Life, and to direct Her Coun . 


lels, and proſper Her Endeavours for the Publick Good; And that when 


He (hall be pleaſed to tranſlate Her hence to a better Kingdom (which 


for our own ſakes ve can't bur wiſh may not be in our Time) he will then 


bleſs our Poſterity with a Succeſſion» of ſuch Princes (and, if it may be, 

from her own Body) who like Her may Govern Wiſely and Live Vertu- 
ouſly, and by the Authority both of their Laws and of their Godly Ex- 
ample, may perfect that Reformation which (ſuch is our preſent Corrup- 
tion both as to Principles and Morals) it is to be fear'd Her Reign alone 


cho! we wiſh it may be a very long one) will no: be ſufficient to accom- 
pliſh. l : : 


And may GO Def his Infinite Mercy wonchſafe to hear and 
grant theſe our Petitions, for the Sake of ear Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. To whom, &c. 80 
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